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World’s largest 

population recently 

discovered in 

Gabon. 15,000-

40,000 females.



In Florida, nest numbers have 

increased exponentially in recent 

decades.



What we knew: What we wanted to know:

?
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How Do We Answer These Questions?

Through long-term, hands-on research!













From 11 years of  tagging data on 19 km of  

Palm Beach County:

• 466 individuals

• Annual survival rate of  88.9%

• Average of  100 females per year

• Remigration interval of  2.7 years

• 2-4 clutches per year 



In 2013, Palm Beach 

County had 253 

leatherback nests.

Martin County had 

352, 39% of  the 

statewide total but just 

2.7% of  the coastline.

The two counties 

combined had a total 

of  68% of  the 

statewide nests.



Jupiter Island – 2014

The Inaugural Year



Jupiter Island – 2014

The Inaugural Year

• May 2 – June 25

• 15 km 

• South Jupiter Island

• Hobe Sound / St. Lucie     

Inlet St. Park



173 Encounters

101 Individuals



51 untagged, 50 tagged (49.5% recapture rate)

Down from a 65% recapture rate in PBC

Indicative of  poor site fidelity in previous study areas



49 tagged in Palm Beach County and 1 in Brevard

Five turtles had been observed in both counties previously



Jupiter Island recapture rate: 62%

Hobe Sound recapture rate: 36%



2015-2017

What Next?







2018 so far…

Martin County over Five Years



Interesting 

Finds

PIT - 084597520

?
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Follow our work -

www.floridaleatherbacks.com



Thank You!
Without the support of  the Town of  

Jupiter Island, this work would not be 

possible and we would not have made 

such big strides in answering our 

research questions about these 

endangered turtles!


